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Deliberative democracy theory 

 

 Abstract: The purpose of this research is to show the meaning and significance of the 

deliberative democracy theory, possibilities of applying it in a real political life and problems of 

its practical application in Serbia and worldwide. The first part of the paper presents general 

theoretic principles of the deliberative democracy theory and its part in the modern democracy 

theory. It is one of the newer, more contemporary theories of democracy created in the mid 

nineties of the past century. In the past twenty years, more and more serious practical and 

empiric researches are taking place in the field of the deliberative democracy theory. The basic 

principle of the deliberative democracy theory is that the process of democratic volition is carried 

out by individuals who participate in making decisions that concern themselves as free and equal 

citizens rather than just by achieving most of the elections through aggregation of voters 

preferences. Deliberation consists of reasoned discussion, where the participants, accepting each 

ШtСОr’s different opinions, can change their initial beliefs during the discussion and accept 

stronger arguments of the others in order to achieve good for all. 

 Modern states and modern political systems still do not have a clearly defined 

institutional and political apparatus for application of the deliberative way of making decisions, 

yet the deliberative discussions are still being held ad hoc, according to the current needs of the 

public authorities. For now, deliberative discussions are taking place most successfully in smaller 

groups of people or mini-public. There are still some theoretical disagreements among the 

theorists, so many of them still consider the deliberative democracy theory to be a theoretical 

ideal and a utopian goal. However, regardless of all theoretical and practical controversy caused 

by the deliberative democracy theory, it is still the dominant democracy theory and it should not 

be abandoned lightly. There is a great need for deliberation in modern societies, especially in the 

evaluation phase, because the citizens should participate in making decisions that affect them. 

 

 Key words: deliberative democracy, deliberation, mini-public, greater good, deliberation 

in practice. 
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