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Abstract: The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania is forming 
a broad and distinctive doctrine on the possibility of limitation of social 
rights during an economic crisis. This doctrine is inter alia grounded upon 
the imperatives of a state under the rule of law, equality of rights, justice, 
proportionality, protection of legitimate expectations, social solidarity, 
the constitutional concept of the state budget and other constitutional 
imperatives. The Constitutional Court has also formulated certain general 
principles which must be followed when in a situation of an economic crisis 
the legislator may adopt decisions on reduction of social rights guarantees. 

the European Convention on Human Rights. While considering the cases 
related to implementation of social rights, the Constitutional Court also 
takes account of the case-law of the constitutional courts of other states.
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2. Social rights – an important area of constitutional rights
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3. The constitutional doctrine on limitation of social 

rights guarantees during an economic crisis

3.1 The development of the constitutional doctrine 

of social rights in the period of 2002–2006
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 In its decision of 13. November 2007. the Constitutional Court noted that this provision 
formulated by the Constitutional Court was applicable not only to the year 1999 but also 
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3.2 The development of the constitutional doctrine on 

limitation of social rights guarantees formed at the 

time of the global economic crisis (2009–2013)
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3.3 The peculiarities of the doctrine on limitation of 

social rights guarantees during an economic crisis 
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3.4 The limitation of social rights guarantees in the 

jurisprudence of some other constitutional courts
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Airey v. Ireland Kjartan Ásmundsson v. Iceland
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4. The constitutional protection of social (material) guarantees 

of the judge. The possibility of reduction of social rights 

guarantees for judges under conditions of an economic crisis
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ad hoc,

Rimantas Savickas 
v. Lithuania
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5. Conclusion
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