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Abstract: The system of the juvenile criminal law in the Republic of Serbia 
includes different mechanisms of social response to juvenile delinquency, 
including corrective orders, corrective measures and juvenile prison. This 
paper deals with the issue of determining a relevant sentence for juvenile 
offenders in trial proceedings. The legislator has provided a number of 

sentence, the purpose of punishment, the degree of maturity of a juvenile 
offender, the time needed for his/her educational and vocational training, 
and all relevant circumstances envisaged in Article 54 of the Criminal Code. 
The previous statement reveals the focal points of examination and structu-

circumstances) envisaged in the Act on Juvenile Criminal Offenders and 
Protection of Juveniles in Criminal Law and, second, to establish how the 
general provisions from the Criminal Code are applied in this case, with 
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1. Introduction

1

3

 



113

2. Remarks on the penal framework and purpose of juvenile prison

undermining the logic of a good penal system
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3. Minors’ level of maturity and time needed 

for their educational and vocational training 

to the level of development of 
organs and psychological functions of a concrete minor in relation to the social 
environment which surrounds him/her

lex 



specialis

tempore criminis

re-education



circumstances envisaged in the Criminal Code 

juvenile perpetrators of criminal offences
a person under fourteen years of age at the time 

of commission of an unlawful act which is prescribed as a criminal offence

 de lege ferenda, 

 



a detour from the restrictive 
approach in the process of punishing minors towards the extensive interpretation, 





dynamic, leaves a strong impression on young people, whose reality and everyday 
life is different, bleak, full of poverty and privation. Dynamics, glitz, wealth, luxury, 
cars, and beautiful women fascinate and, in a metaphorical sense, hypnotise both 
children from poor workers’ barracks and mouldy rented rooms as well as prodigal 
and spoiled children of wealthy parents who have given them everything except love, 
working habits and modesty” 



per se

de lege ferenda
severe consequences of the 

offence nature and gravity of the offence







5. Concluding remarks 



Year
term of 
juvenile 
imprisonment 

2 to 5 years’ 
term of 
juvenile 
imprisonment 

1 to 2 years’ 
term of 
juvenile 
imprisonment 

6 months to 

of juvenile 
imprisonment 

Total
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